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are left to the people, these special injustices are of little account.
But if, on the contrary, enough is not left to the people for bare
livelihood, the least disproportion will be of the greatest con-
sequence.

" . . . Taxes (droits) upon goods are those which people feel
least, because a formal demand is not made for them. They
can be so wisely managed that the people will hardly know
that they are paying. For this, it is of great consequence that
the seller should pay the tax (droit). He knows that he does
not pay for himself; and the buyer, who pays in the end, con-
founds it (i.e. the tax) with the price. Some writers [Tacitus,
"Annals/* XIII.] have said that Nero took off the tax (droit) of
the twenty-fifth part of slaves sold ; but he only made the seller
pay it instead of the buyer ; the order, which left the tax entire,
appeared to remove it. ...

" . . . Besides, if the citizen pays, perpetual searches in his
house are necessary. Nothing is more contrary to liberty "
(III. viL).

" . . . We shall repeat, in passing, of a tax (imp of) established
in some states upon different kinds of civil contracts. Con-
siderable knowledge is necessary to defend one's self against
the tax-farmer (traitant), these things being subjects of subtle
discussions. Besides, the tax-farmer, an interpreter of the
rules of the prince, exercises an arbitrary power over fortunes.
Experience has shown that a tax (impot) upon the paper on
which the contract is to be written is much better " (III. ix.).

" Tributes (tributs) ought to be very light in despotic govern-
ments. Otherwise, who would like the trouble to cultivate
the earth ? . . . Tributes ought to be so easy to discern and
so clearly established that they can neither be increased nor
diminished by those who levy them. A portion of the fruits of
the earth, a rate (taxc) per head, a tribute of so much per cent,
upon goods, are the only suitable ones " (III. x.).

" . . . General rule: tributes can be made heavier in pro-
portion to the liberty of the subjects ; they must be moderated
as servitude increases" (III. xii.),

" A tax (impot) per head is the most natural to slavery ; a tax
on goods the most natural to liberty, because it comes home
less directly to the person.

" . . . The natural tribute (tribut) of the moderate govern-
ment is the tax (impot) on goods. This tax, being really paid
by the buyer, although the merchant (marchand) advances it,
is a loan which the merchant has already made to the buyer:
thus we must regard the merchant (ndgociant), both as the general
debtor of the State, and as the creditor of all the individual
members. He advances to the State the tax (droit) which the
buyer will pay him some day ; and he has paid, for the buyer,